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On a chilly Sarurday afrernoon in May 2008, the campaign trail led then senator and presidential
contender Barack Obama and his family to Kempron. Obama, wife Michelle and their daughters,
Malia and Sasha, were making a sweep through Indiana on their way home to Chicago. As they
headed west on Srate Road 28, their motorcade made a stop at Kempton's century-old Dunham
homestead, which links directly to Obama's ancestry. Above, Carolyn Etchison, 2001-2010 president
of the Tipton County Historical Society, exchanges a few words with the [llinois senator. *1 was
impressed with both him and Michelle,” Etchison said. “They were interested in what you were
saving.” Below, Obama is greeted by Shawn Clements, owner of the former Dunham house. The
brief meeting arnered Clements an invitation to the presidential inauguration a few months
later. (Both, Shawn Clements/Dunham House collection.)




Above are Louisa Eliza Stroup Dunham and Jacob Mackev Dunham, Barack Obama's great-oreat-
great-grandparents. They inherited the land in 1856 from Jacob's parents, Jacob and Catherine
Goodnight Dunham—Obama’s great-great-great-great-grandparents—who acquired the 120
acres tfrom an 1849 government land erant. Eliza and Jacob Mackey married in Tipton Counry
July 21, 1853, lived on the property, and produced seven children. When Eliza and Jacob Mackey
moved to Kansas (producing the Dunham line that includes Obama’s mother, Ann Dunham),
their children joined them. Eliza and Jacob left the land to Jacob's brother Samuel Goodnight
Dunham and his wife, Eliza Reese Dunham. It passed to Samuel and Eliza’s son William Riley
Dunham (below left), a Democratic stare legislator, teacher, and farmer; and his wife, Laura Belle
Allen Dunham (below right), Obama’s fifth cousins, in 1891. (All, Shawn Clements/Dunham

House collection.)
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